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Nursing program gets taste of Caribbean
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The Mover

When Jeannie Vineyard graduated from the University of New
Hampshire in the late '70s, she thought she'd be a software engineer
for the rest of her life....

Alocal university is going to great lengths to address the state's nursing shortage.

This week, five representatives from Grand Canyon University met in St. Kitts, a tiny
Caribbean island nation and home of the International University of Nursing. They were there to
solidify a partnership between the two schools that will allow IUON students to take their final two
semesters of nursing course work at GCU and fulfill their clinical requirements at Valley hospitals.

Columnist

Next week, IMO Corp., the locally created wireless device and
services retailer, will venture out of its storefronts to launch a
consulting service for businesses....

"We want to do everything possible to address
this public health crisis," said Fran Roberts, vice
president of GCU's College of Nursing and
Health Sciences. DIRECTORY
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The program is expected to start in January.
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training in Arizona, Roberts said.
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L When the GCU delegation returns home,
officials will work to match students with

hospitals in the Valley for their clinical training requirements.

Participating hospitals will sponsor non-American students so they can receive visas to work
legally in the U.S.

GCU graduated 413 nurses in May. Eventually, organizers hope the partnership will graduate up to
90 additional nurses each year, with at least 75 percent of them staying to work at Arizona
hospitals, Roberts said.

Executives from the international school did not return calls for comment.

Hospitals are scrambling to expand existing facilities and build new ones as Valley growth
continues. Nearly 3,000 new beds are expected to open in the next five years, according to a study
by the W.P. Carey School of Business at Arizona State University.
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