
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOME DATA
Grand Canyon University makes the following information available to current and potential students in support 
of the university’s commitment to student learning and continuous improvement.

Information on internal assessment practices and results are available upon request by emailing GCUassessment@gcu.edu.

RETENTION
These retention percentages below represent all new degree and certificate seeking students in calendar year 
2021 and how many of those students were retained one year later. Percentages are rounded to the nearest 
whole number.

Degree Level Online Count Online % Traditional Count Traditional %
Bachelor 13,863 54% 6,434 68%
Master 13,327 69% – –
Doctoral 956 56% – –

GRADUATION
Graduation percentages are for all cohort students who completed the equivalent of a semester at GCU at each 
degree level. The undergraduate percentage uses a six-year graduation rate, the master’s percentage uses a 
four-year graduation rate and the doctoral percentage uses an eight-year graduation rate. Bachelor’s level used 
Cohort Year 2016 to determine the six-year graduation rate. Master’s level used Cohort Year 2018 to determine 
the four-year graduation rate. Doctoral level used Cohort Year 2014 to determine the eight-year graduation rate.

Degree Level Online Count Online % Traditional Count Traditional % Cohort Year
Bachelor 8,855 53% 3,261 52% 2016
Master 12,917 76% – – 2018
Doctoral 573 28% – – 2014

2021 ALUMNI SURVEY

Career Online Count Online% Traditional Count Traditional %
Employed 2,436 89.62% 194 83.26%
Salary > $45,000 1,655 75.47% 85 52.15%
Continuing Education 947 38% 88 42.72%

The alumni information is calculated using the self-reported responses (excluding blank responses) from over 
200 traditional students and over 2,700 online students who graduated or completed their program from  
Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2021. GCU graduates are sent the alumni survey one year after graduation. The survey prompts 
responses related to program and academic satisfaction, career readiness and advancement and value-add of 
the degree completion. Approximately 27,000 graduates were sent the survey in 2022.
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